Family Practice Clerkship Students


Guidelines for working with Dr. Clinch in the office:

· The goal of our interaction is to provide you with a participatory, adult-learning experience. We will be acting as a team, so please consider the care for these patients as being our responsibility.

· Being proactive is key to your learning during our time together.

· Please page or email me 1-2 days before the scheduled clinic so I can look over the patient list and e-mail you with a brief description of the kind of patient issues we may encounter that day.  {insert email address here} 

· Please review the information I send back to you with the following in mind:

· Are there any diagnoses of particular interest to you based upon your personal interests in medicine or surgery?

· Have there been any types of patients you have not seen or exams you have not done to date with whom you might be able to be involved?

· Can you identify patients that might be of a particular educational value with whom you may want to work?

· Based upon the above, I expect you to do some focused reading about some of the patients problems you’ll be seeing (not all!!). PEPID Online is an excellent student resource available for your use while on this clerkship. The link is www.pepidonline.com. The username is "wfu" and the password is the same, "wfu". Other good references include Rakel: Conn's Current Therapy & Ferri: Ferri's Clinical Advisor – both of these are available on-line through the library via MD Consult (under the "Books" tab). Becoming familiar with presenting signs and symptoms, questions to ask during a review of systems, and eliciting historical or physical details that might help you focus-in on the diagnosis is appropriate for your level of training. This should allow you to get much more out of your involvement with our patients and should help to generate some questions about diagnosis and management options.

· I will attempt to be in the room with you during your interaction with some patients. This allows me to see you in action during various parts of a clinical encounter (introduction, rapport building, eliciting the CC/HPI/ROS, doing a focused exam, fielding questions, etc). I will try to observe you doing a specific component of an encounter with various patients (like the ROS for one visit, the focused exam for another, etc). This allows me to provide you with more specific feedback and professional guidance.

· Please feel free to ask questions during our encounters. If you have questions about alternate management strategies and feel the patient might be worried about a line of questioning, write down your questions and we’ll try to cover them at the end of clinic.

· This is a different style of clinical learning for many people; you are responsible for your own learning and will get out as much as you put in. I look forward to working with you!!

